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NG Tiang

1. Chi@ of the Runping Detechment is NOUYEN Hung (Chimese Characters: #4.)
‘ . A z,YUAN Hung}. He is thirty-ome yuars old, an Annamese who was brought
S f;:; Kunming 2s a child by his parents and has Yved there most of his life,
in addition to Annamess, he reads snd writes French and Chinese; he spaaks
Anmamese, dandarin and Cantonese fluently, amnd Frenth adequately. He is
married to g Santonese woman who is now with him in Kumming. le was at
one time 2 member ci’ the Chinese Kuomintang. and was very pro-Chinese. In
1933~34 he attended a Kuomintang BIS Militarr espionage school in Kunming,
for the purpose of recelving training Lo go under-cover into Iadochine to
vierk against the Japanese on behalf of the Chinese Govermment, This inten~
tion was never realized, but the training received by him has shood him in
L’rmd stead in more ~ecent sctivities, In 1943 he met HO chi Minh in Liuchoy
vanzsl Provinee, and a:adin in 1944 in Runming. He quickly fell under HO
<:}n. Hinhts spell and secreulv Joined the Viet Minh, During this period he
became intimate with HO chi iinh and received extensive training and indoc-
- trination from HO persomally. Thus Hung became a2 Can Ro without the necess-

ity of pasaslng throust gt of & forial truiningz to which Can Bo are '
25X1A6a  uuaily subritted. * I 26X 1A2g

2. In J945 Hung returned to Indochina and worked for the Vist Minh. From March
te June of that year he was employed &g an interpreter for the Vietmm
Hinietry of Forelgn Affairs. The activities of tha® Hinistry at that time
consisted prineipally of dealing with the Chinese Occupational Authorities.
i1 additicn to intervreting, Hung was charged with the duty of settling dis
putes betwesn the Chinase and the loeal population. His activitias at that
period cerered ehiefly in the region between Hanol and the Chinese bordsr
along the Haiphongmxmman railway, where the Chinese were attempting to leaw
conlldential agents in stratogic pogsitions to axert volitical and economic
influence after the withdraws) of the Chinese Occupstional Troops. inder.
cover of his role in the } 5.msi:.ry of Foreign Affairs, Hung acted as both &
politicael aud miiitary Can Do and waz = mrhor of Tetnsm Matdional Defense

M BN 1, CONTROL/ .S, OPFICTATS ONLY




3.

ko

50

: 25X1A2g
Approved For Release 1999/09/18 PCTA-RDP§2:004521%001000480009-3 -

AL INTELLIGENCE GROOP Page 2
122455

Cormittees of various regions along the railway, In such roles, Hung partici-
pated in the military attacks against the Quoe Zan Dang (QDD, Nationalist Fromt
element); and, as the latter withdrew toward China, his activities were deployed
in regions successively farther and farther toward the north along the railway,
By June 1946, with the fimal withdrawal of all important ODB elements, his mlission
vas completed and he was sent to Kunming as an undercover agent for the Viet linh,
head of the Viet 1%inh Kumming Detachment. However, the QDD represcntatives in
Kunming constantly denounced him as a Viet Minh agent. In cormection with his
present activitles he returned several times to Indochina to report and have dise
cusaions with the Viet Minh; he was in Hanoi at the time of the French atteck

in Decomber 1946, .

In carly 1947 he returned to Kunming., The Chinese authorities were at last

forced to pay soms atitention to the denunciations by the oD, and in April

Hung received a visit from some investipgators of the Special Branch of the

Kurmlng 1ilitary Headouarters vho asked him what he was doing in XKunming,

He replied that he vas living thore with his wife who is Chinese, \hen asked

if he-had lately bsen in Indochina, he replied in the affirmative, hen asked

if he was o menber of the Vie! linh, he stated that he was not; but that he

might soon join the Vietnam Government, Aftor this questioning by the Chinese

aunthorities, he deemed it wise to "regularigza" his position. He therefore went -

o Lao Koy {303=56,22-30) for a conference with the local Viet ifirh headquarters.
As a result of this conference, he -~

received credentlals from the Vietnam Government recuesting the Chinese authorities

to give him all possible assistance and stating that he was charged with looking

after the interests and welfare of the 600 or 700 Vietnamese nationals vho are ot

present in Yunnan. He presented these credentials to Governor IU Han. (For Hung's

current, activities sec paragraphs 12-1) bslow,)

Hung i3 a blind follover of HO chi liinh and, as such, mny be considered an

officient piece of machinery. He is incapable of independent political or
theoretical thinking, He regards himself (correctly) as essentially a member

of the Viet Minh rather than a Commmunist; but if he were instructed by HO chi-

Minh tomorrow to becone a Commnist (or a Denocrat or anythinz slse),he would

follow the instructions unhesitatingly. Because of Hung!s efficiency and loyalty

as well as his friendehip with HO chi lfinh. lung will probably cceupy an inereasingly
important position in the Viet l{3nha : ' '

Regarding the technique employed by Hung in cbtaining intelligence .or favors, he
is a strong believer in the use of corruptioa rather than open methods, He has
little respect for the loyalty of amyone and no conception of how to make use
of the loyalty ol others, except his ovm irmsdiate foliovers., He believes that
averyone, ogpecially'cll Chinese, are for sale, and he does not hesitate to use
the most unserupulous methods to accamplish his purposes,

w——cenerarah -

NAUYEN Hungt's principel assistant is TRAN Vinh (aljas TRAN duc Vinh./Chinese
characters: Fﬁéf@' A8 fCHII Te-junz)e TRAN Tinh is Annanese, 22 years old, a
lifelonp reéident 4 Runming. He attended the Franco-innamsse-Chinese School in
Kunming, Durlns July and August 1945 he becime a close friend of NGUYEN Hung,

and after the Japanese surrender became his assistant. Since that time Vinh's
nistory and activibies closely parallel thoss of NGUYEN Hung. Together with

Hung, Vinh has been in close contact with HO ehi linh. Vinh!e father, a restaurateur,
turned over the restaurant which he ovmed to Vinh, and it is now known as the
Restaurant Tran Vinh, addrsss: 227 TYo Tung Road, This is one of the four Anna.»
mese regtaurants in Kunming., One of the othors, the Indochina Cafe on Ching

Fel Licad, was HQ chi Minh's headcparters during the war and vas partially financed by H¢
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i% vas for this reason that anti-Viet linh propaganda sometimes pictures li0 as

a "soup merchart", Like the Restaurant Tran Vinh, the Indochins Cafe is still

a fevorite meeting~place for Viet liinh members, w One of the other

Anramese restaurents in Xunming, the Naw-Phonyy or INC Cag Feng/ South Wind) 25X1X6
on Ching Pel Read is & favorite meeting-place for the "emall fry" of the Qid.
Information on the fourth Annomese restauront in Xunming is not available). Une

like the Indochina Cafe, which required financing by the Viet linh, the Restaurant

Tran Vinh has long been prosperous in its om ripght and has on many oecasions adw

vanced money for Viet 1"inh activities,

7. Vinht!s father, like Vinh hinself, is a member of the Viel linh and ic entirely in
sympathy with his son's activities, Vinh recontly was converted (?) to the Prote=
stant faith and is o member of the TMCA. He reads, writes and speaks Anmarmese and
Mandaring reads and writes French and Enzlish; and speaks a Little French and English,

UGUYIN van Mao, and Khang (Frm)}

8, Thore arve two other members of unzts group, but they are not defimitely in llungts
cmploy-=they are active sympathlizers and do much valuable intelligence work for
him from patriciic motives. They are both employed on the Haiphong-Yunnan railvay.
‘They particulariy report on railway tyavel and eoncurrent activitles by members

- of the Mationa ist Front. They also put themselves at Hungt!s disposal for lialson
and surveillance work,

9, (me of these men is N3UYIN van lno, about 32 years old, He is an Annamese, who has
1ived most of his 1ife in Kumming, Like Vinh, l‘ao returned to Indo~-china vith Hung
after the Japanese surrender and it was at this time that he becams associated with
the Viet Minh., He is easily recognized because his right hand is alvays bandaged
and earried in 2 slinz, having received a permanent infection a number of years
280, 1In additlon to Annamese, he reads, vrites, and speaks Chinese (lndarin)
Inently; ho reads French and spcaks it a little. Ho is employed in the offices of
the Haiphong-Yunnan Railvay, It is Hao vho is charged with the prircipal responsibility
for shadowing and survelllance work. His duties cn the railvay permdt him o good deal
of free time, particularly abt night; he is thus cble to devote sufficient time to
surveillance, which he does with energy and skill,

0, The othor member of the group is named Khang (fardly name unknovm), He is a
conductor on the railway. He is inbelligent and educated beyond the ordinury re-
quirements of a railwey conduetor. He reads, writes aund speaks Annimess; liandarin
and French flaently.

Activities and Directives

1l. The activities of the Kunming Detachrent are governed by general directives from the

Tony Bo, Directing Cormittee of the Viet ifich., These directives are as follows:

a. Yointain lialson and cordial relations with the local Chinese authorities
and the Chinese secrot service; )

be ‘'Assist in procuring certain items of supply for the Viet Hinhj

¢o atch every move of members of the Netiopalist Front and so far as possible
neutralize their activities,
vthin these directives the group is allowed considerable initiative and latitude,
vhich have been in fact justified by Hung!s loyaity and infenuity within his appointed

© role,

12. Hung and his group are currently fulfilling these directives in the following manner:

8, Since the presentation of his new credentials, Hung has established himself
on a friendly and cordial basis with IU Han and vhe other local Chinese officials,
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Hovever, contact with these high officials is naturally of a somavhat formal
character and Hung finds that his most useful Haison is close personal friend.
ship with Chinese functionaries and agents on the working level. de cannoh hope
for large overt favor s from the high Chinese officials because of the neutrel _
attitude of the Chirese Government, The most that he can axpect from the high
local officialse-and which he is apparently receiving to date~-is a sort of
benevolent commivance. Hung has been particularly successful in his relations
with the Special Branch of the Kunming Military Headquarters (BIS); becauss

of his own early training in that service he is in a favorable pc:ition, Ie hak -
becn able to supplement his ovn limited resources in persomnel by obtaining de=
talled counter-espionage reports from the Military BIS, particularly on French and -
Nationnlist Front espiomage activities, He is the more willing to do so because
he has no great regard for the capabilities of either the Freneh cr the Naotiomalid
Front along espionage lines and the information recoived by Hung Trom the Chinese
relieves him of the necessity of pursuing this questien himself,

b. Recently, Hung purchased one metric ton of mercu:y and 3000 \merican-made
hand grenades from Ciinese merchants in the Kunming area. The *ransaction was
a seeret one-~a purely commercial. deal with no political significince as far
as the Chinese were coneerned. The purchases were shipped to lac Kay via horsee
cart by the Chinesc and turned over to the Viet Minh in lso Kay. Other similar
transactions which Hung has recently camploted involve various ores (?1ead, tin)
as well as supplies of medieines, particularly phormaceuticals of American mamu-
facture which had found their vay imbo the hands of Chinese dealers. Hung is at
present necotiating vith Chinese dealers for a large atock of rifles (nurbecr, meke
and price unknovn to source).

¢o The group, either themselves or through zagents or sympathigers, maintain
close surveillance over the activities of the Nationalist Fronte-in addition
to that accomplished by the Chinese BIS. All arrivals of Annumeso in Kumming are
imediately knovn to the group. The prineipal concern of the Detachment over
present Nationalist Front activities is in cormection with the Front's effort
to roeruit the asslstance of "rebel' Chinese alonz the border and to recruit
Chinese troops in the Kunning area,

13. The Vietnam Covernmmont allows the Kurmins Detachment a budget vhich is cquite
sufficiont for its needs. stimates this budret at o minimum of 50,000
plastres per month). The ¢ of Vietnam plastres into Chinese currency 25X1X6
offers no particular problem as there 1s an active exchonge market in important
centers along the railway, ’

1% Unlike NGUYEN duc Thy, formerly Vietnam liepresentative in Canton, and HOANG Vinh,
formerly Vietnam Represontative in Nenking, NGUYIEN Hung bhas no radio commnication
with the Vietnam Government., This is a serious handicap to him. DBecause of the
recent removal of rails on the railmmy line between lengtzu (103-23,23-20) and
Lao Hay, and the extensive sabotane of the railway boyond that point, comrmnicatim
with the Vietnam Governmemt by messenger requires at least 12 days. There are
also bandits aleng the railway. Nevertheless, lmg submits a report to the Governe-
wem: at least once a month. He sends the report by messenper; or, if there is
an important question pending, he will either go himself or send his assistant
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